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Text by June naylor

Photographs by J.  Griffis smith

66
S p i r i t  o f

Texas’ sTreTch of The  

classic NosTalgic road Trip

route 66 first enticed adventure-seekers on a 

transcontinental journey from Chicago to Los Angeles  

in 1926. Ever since, cross-country trav elers have heeded 

the call to hit the open road in pur suit of freedom, new 

beginnings, and the rewards of a fresh experience. 

Although the interstate highway system even-

tually pulled traffic away from this legendary 

artery of American heritage, Route 66 devotees can 

 still explore much of the storied route. Texas claims 

178 miles of the old road, much of it still intact as 

it parallels Interstate 40 across the top of the Pan -

handle prairie from the Oklahoma border westward 

to the New Mexico state line. 

On a recent cold spring weekend, I chased the sun 

as I explored the famous road’s Texas stories. 
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amarillo’s famous Big Texan steak ranch epitomizes the spirit of route 66 during the  highway’s car-crazy 1950s heyday. 

To order a print of this photograph, call 866/ 

962-1191, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.

t h e  N a t i o N a l M u s e u M  o f  t h e P a c i f i c.Wa r

The fairwater/conning tower of the USS Pintado (SS-387) reminds museum patrons of the critical strategic role of U.S. submarine forces in the Pacific Theater.

this Fredericksburg landmark tells the story oF World War ii’s Pa   ciFic theater
Text by Joe SherfyPhotographs by J.  GriffiS Smith

To order a print of this photograph, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.

Highways
Texas: Too Much is Not Enough
LEGENDS COME TO LIFE IN TEXAS. No matter where  
you roam, you’ll find wonderful landscapes and interest-
ing people. And you’ll always be able to start your trip 
with Texas Highways magazine. 

A Traveling Tradition
WHETHER IT’S A WEEKEND JAUNT to a quiet bed and 
breakfast in the Hill Country or an excursion to the big 
ranch country on the High Plains, there’s always a new  
journey to explore.  

No Brag. Just Fact. 
WE DON’T LIKE TO BRAG, but sometimes it’s hard  
to keep quiet about all the fabulous things to do  
and see in Texas, and you’ll read about most of  
these destinations and activities in the pages  
of Texas Highways. If we don’t have it in this  
month’s issue, it will be in the magazine— 
or on the website—soon!

The More the Merrier
AND DON’T THINK TEXAS IS JUST COWBOYS  
and open range. You’ll find world-class museums, 
nightlife and restaurants in Houston, Dallas,  
Austin and Fort Worth. And no one can resist  
the lure of San Antonio’s River Walk. At least  
not for long. 

Room to Roam
WHETHER YOU CHOOSE THE STARK, rugged beauty  
of Big Bend in far West Texas, or the pineywoods that 
typify the East Texas Big Thicket, it’s easy to see that a  
lot of the tall tales are actually true! Welcome to Texas 
and Texas Highways, the Official Travel Magazine for  
this Lone Star State. 

WITH



Each monthly issue includes:   

•   Stories about exciting destinations 

•  Ideas for fun with the family

•   Timely travel tips

•   History, culture  

and Texana

•   Award-winning  

photography 

•   The most reliable  

events calendar  

available                        
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S ighting the texas Musician’s 
Museum, two blocks north of Hills 
boro’s restored courthouse, gave 

me the metabolic mellowdown that 
comes when you disembark from the city 
into the country. The museum occupies 
a twostory frame house that looks like 
an apple pie should be cooling on a sill. 
But I knew to expect a good music exhibit 
because Director Tom “T.K.” Kreason is 
a seasoned gleaner of music memora
bilia, addicted to collecting since he was 

exhibits curator for Dallas’ Hard Rock 
Cafe in the 1980s. He opened the museum 
in June 2007 to educate the public about 
Texas music history and showcase his 
archives—currently tens of thousands 
of items. He changes exhibits every few 
months, usually highlighting 100 musi
cians or groups at a time. 

The inside’s not brightly lit. I like that. 
In contrast, Cleveland’s Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame and Museum is lit up like 
an airport concourse, with chrome and 

glass everywhere. Here, my boots make a 
satisfying clunk on the hardwood floors. 
And in Cleveland, I doubt a docent would 
whip out a record and yell, “Listen! Lis
ten!” while playing it, as Kreason did, on a 
turntable battened among exhibits. Krea  
son smiled as if he were swigging fine 
bourbon while he  
spun “Blues In A  
Bottle” by Prince  
Albert Hunt’s 
Tex  as Ramblers 

all the Right notes
The Texas Musician’s Museum rewards a Hillsboro visit   Te x t  b y  Tim Schuller

inside: Dining in the clouDS, in DallaS…12   hummingbirD retreat near San angelo…16

ph
o

to
: J

. G
ri

ff
is

 s
m

it
h

A sign on the front porch 
of the Texas musician’s 

museum welcomes visit  - 
ors from across the globe. 

       Ask Tom Kreason about  
        his collectible music  
          posters for sale
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Noteworthy culiNary jourNeys

Triple 
Delight

Te x t  b y  Lois M. RodRiguez

GrowinG up, i waTcheD The women in my family 
labor over homemade tortillas every morning, and during the 
holiday season, they took cooking to a whole other level with the tedious pro-

cess of making tamales.  So, why was it that no one in my family ever made pastel de tres 
leches (three milks cake), the delicate vanilla cake sopped in sweetened condensed milk, 
evaporated milk, and cream? I assumed tres leches cake must really be difficult to make 
since the only ones we ever enjoyed were purchased. I never ventured to try, until now.

These days, I’m a lot more adventurous in my baking. One of my specialties, which 
I sold at a local restaurant, even earned me a “Best of 
Austin Critics Pick Award” from the Austin Chronicle. 
I feel ready to tackle tres leches.

Tres leches, usually topped with whipped cream or a 
light meringue, is as uncomplicated as it gets. It’s rivet-
ingly delicious in all its simplicity, yet easily adaptable for 
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Pastel de tres leches es 
simplemente delicioso!

Austin’s zocalo Café serves a 
perfect pastel de tres leches—a 
delicious vanilla cake with three 

milks, whipped cream, toasted 
coconut flakes, and strawberries.

Pastel de tres leches 
(three milks cake),  
a dense, yet light, 

spongy vanilla cake 
sopped in sweetened 

condensed milk, evapo-
rated milk, and cream,  

is rivetingly delicious

Panaderia treats at  
texashighways.com/ 

thtaste

fun finds along the road

It’s a good bet that the former resIdents of the three-acre 

site at Martin Luther King Drive and West 25th Street in San Angelo wouldn’t recog-

nize their old scratching grounds. After all, this onetime chicken farm now features 

artists’ studios, a gallery, a sculpture garden, a cozy B&B, and an outstanding restaurant 

run by two chefs who trained at the Culinary Institute of America in New York. 

“When I bought this property with two friends in 1971, the plan was to provide a spot 

where artists could live and work,” says Roger Allen, master potter and director of the 

Chicken Farm Art Center. “There wasn’t much here, except for a few chicken coops and 

some rundown, old buildings. It was pretty desolate. With the help of a lot of people, we 

turned the chicken coops into studios, and, little by little, fixed up the other buildings. 

Forty years of hard labor has transformed this place,” he says with a wry grin.

My friend Cheryl Stephenson has joined me from Lubbock on this trip. We’re staying at 

the Inn at the Art Center, the on-site B&B, which is modest, but furnished with comfort-

able beds and original art. I’m up early to talk to some of the 15 artists with studios here, 

who refer to themselves as “Chicken Farmers.” 

Walking the short distance between the B&B and the artists’ studios one Saturday 

morning, I find it difficult to imagine that this rambling retreat ever looked desolate. It  

reminds me of Santa Fe, or perhaps how Santa Fe might have looked before it was 

crowded with tourists. Flowering plants abound, and a songbird warbles overhead in one 
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Te x t  b y  Nola McKey

San Angelo’s Chicken Farm 

Art Center nurtures the spirit

artful 
escape 

             To Eggemeyer’s   
       General Store. Check  

         out the wine bar.artists sometimes refer to the time they 

spend at the art center as “Chicken-Farm 

time,” an affectionate nod to the special 

am biance they feel pervades the complex.

Big Bend Country
DEL RIO: Bassmaster Open Fishing Tournament 
March 8-12. Lake Amistad. 830/775-3551

EL PASO: Michelob Ultra El Paso Marathon March 7. 
Marathon, half-marathon, 5K run and walk. www.elpaso 
marathon.org 915/274-5222

EL PASO: Guided Birding Tour March 20. Reservations 
required. Hueco Tanks State Historic Site. 915/849-6684

EL PASO: Franklin Mountains Poppies Preservation 
Celebration March 20. El Paso Museum of Archaeology, 
4301 Transmountain Road. www.elpasotexas.gov/arch_
museum 915/755-4332

MIDLAND: Victory Garden Redeaux with the Permian 
Basin Master Gardeners March 13. CAF Airpower Museum. 
www.airpowermuseum.org 432/567-3010

PRESIDIO: Pancho Villa & The Battle of Ojinaga 
March 1-May 31. Exhibit at Fort Leaton State Historic Site. 
432/229-3613

gulf Coast
BEAUMONT: Chicago March 5-20. www.beaumont
communityplayers.com 409/833-4664

BEAUMONT: Beaumont Blues Festival March 12. Civic 
Center. 409/838-3435.

BEAUMONT: Big Thicket Bicycle Tour March 20. www.
funtrails.org 409/626-2168

BEAUMONT: YMBL South Texas State Fair March 
25-April 4. www.ymbl.org/fair 409/832-9991

BRAZORIA: Brazoria Heritage Celebration March 6. 
www.brazoriahf.org 979/236-0241

BRAZORIA: Battle on the Bernard Tug of War March 
27. Tug-of-war competition across the historic San Bernard 
River. www.battleonthebernard.com 979/964-4503

BROWNSVILLE: Air Fiesta March 13-14. Air show. 
Brownsville-South Padre Island International Airport. www.
airfiesta.org 956/541-8585

CORPUS CHRISTI: Taylor Swift March 12. American Bank 
Center Arena. www.americanbankcenter.com 800/745-3000

CORPUS CHRISTI: Edgar Meyer with the Corpus 
Christi Symphony March 13. Performing Arts Center at 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, 6300 Ocean Drive. 
www.ccsymphony.org 361/883-NOTE

CORPUS CHRISTI: Judy Chicago: Glass March 25-May 
30. Exhibit showcases 25 of the artist’s most recent works. 
Art Museum of South Texas, 1902 N. Shoreline Blvd. www.
artmuseumofsouthtexas.org 361/825-3500

March Events

EvEnts » HappEnings
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Texas,  
Our Texas
Join the legions celebrating 
texas independence Day on March 2 
at multiple locations statewide (Austin, 
Goliad, Gonzales, La Porte, San Anto-
nio, San Felipe, Seguin, Woodville, and 
more). Washington-on-the-Brazos 
and Luckenbach hold their celebra-
tions on February 27-28 and March 6,  
respectively. Or, pop The Alamo into 
the DVD player. Give a toast to past 
trials and tribulations, as well as our 
present freedom. Light a firecrack-
er. Fly the flag. And rejoice in our 
great state and all things Texan. Call 
936/878-2214; www.birthplaceof 
texas.com or 512/288-5506; www.
celebratetexas.org.
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College baseball  
in Houston, Minute 

         Maid Park, Mar. 5-7



& me c. c.
A Corpus Christi Native Goes Tourist

Text by kAThryN joNes        Photographs by joel sAlCido

You’ll need fins and flippers to get any 
closer to the fabulous sea creatures 
who live (and perform) at Corpus 
Christi’s Texas State Aquarium.

coastalgo

I

Arlington America’s  Town? 

Text by Charles lohrmann     

Photographs by Kevin stillman

I t ’ s  a  c o o l  a n d  s u n n y  s p r I n g 

morning, and I’m standing on the high-

est point in Tarrant County—a hill over-

looking the western sweep of Arling-

ton—noting that overgrown trees hide 

the suburban development that fills the 

land below, just north of Texas 180. I’m 

happy to miss the recent construction, 

because I’m imagining the perspective 

this same view offered 75 years ago.  

In those days, on a particularly festive 

evening, I might have heard the music 

of Tommy Dorsey’s band and acknowl-

edged the celebratory clink of revelers’ 

champagne glasses. Then, if I turned 

around to survey the rest of the rock-

walled garden where I now stand, I 

might have seen Ginger Rogers dancing 

With the cowboys moving in, 
this Metroplex destination  

is rewriting history
july 2009  |  Texas HigHways   41

LEFT: The stone entry to Top O’ Hill Terrace, on Texas 180/Division 
Street in west Arlington, witnessed the high life in the 1930s and ‘40s.  
ABOVE: The rectangular Rangers Ballpark in the foreground awaits com
pletion of the new Cowboys Stadium in Arlington’s entertainment district. 
ClassiC auto Courtesy of tom DoDson
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GO SPIN FAYETTEVILLE » SEE DALLAS’ GREAT OUTDOORS » DO THINK GREEN TRAVEL

WILDFLOWER DRIVES: TOP PICKS FOR 2010

RESPONSIVE READERS

62% traveled to a destination in Texas  

that was advertised/written about

68% used Texas Highways as the source  

for vacation information

86% say they read Texas Highways to learn  

about different Texas cities/towns

52% attended an event in Texas  

that was advertised/written about

ENGAGED READERS

86% have read 4 of the last 4 issues

50% have subscribed to Texas Highways for 10+ years

45% pass their magazine to at least one additional person

22% pass their magazine to at least two other people

88% read about half or more of each issue
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Alpine’s EdgE
AdvEnturEs AwAit in this portAl to tExAs’ high dEsErt 

Perched on the perimeter of the high desert, Alpine serves as a gateway to Big Bend. However, with a 
topnotch museum, intriguing shopping, and premier rock-hunting sites nearby, this town is a getaway in itself.

After driving the many miles required to reach Alpine from just 
about anywhere, a lot of folks see this town as if it’s the last stop on 
the roaring open road to Big Bend national park. But here’s my best 
advice any time you get close enough to feel Alpine’s gravitational 
pull: Just give in. Failing to stop and explore the biggest little town 
in the texas outback is like trying to huff up Mount Everest without 
spending any time acclimating at base camp. 

 in other words, it’s not a good idea for anyone to travel straight 
into the big-sky country of Far west texas without slowing down, 
taking a few deep breaths, and coming to an understanding of all you 

Text by BarBara rodriguez    Photographs by J .  griffis smith
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o
rwf el sflowers of observation

The casual wildflower observer 

might subscribe to the notion that “if you’ve seen 

one bluebonnet, you’ve seen them all.”

 Not so for austin-based photographer rick 

Tolar, who also makes no such presumption 

about indian paintbrush and blankets, passion-

flowers and poppies, sunflowers and spider  

lilies, and his many other petaled subjects. 

unlike most Texas wildflower-watchers,  

who search for blooms in abundance along the 

state’s roadsides, Tolar seeks to capture the 

singular glory of that one-in-a-million blossom 

—spring’s perfect specimen. To him, the season’s 

beauty is not only field deep. 

 Rick Tolar’s close-ups reveal the 
secret life of wildflowers

Bluebonnet,  
Brazos County. The  
white spots on the petals 
turn red or purplish. To order a print of this photograph,  

call 866/962-1191, or visit  
www.texashighwaysprints.com.

Houston’s 
Discovery Green

Text by June naylor     Photographs by Marc Tobin

Downtown  laygroundP

“ You people have really outdone yourselves 

with the July issue: Palacios, Blessing Hotel, 

Longhorns; it’s like dying and going to  

magazine heaven. You are enjoyed and  

appreciated very much and a real asset  

to this great state of ours.”
—Ed Coale, Rosebud

“Texas is always in our hearts. 

Thanks TH, for keeping the Lone 

Star State in our minds, too.”
—Mike and Kathy Wright,  

California City, CA

GO ROCK HUNTING » SEE HIGH-DESERT VISTAS » DO FLOAT THE RIO GRANDEGET OUTSIDE! EXPLORE BIG BEND

texashighways.com » February 2010
texashighways.com » February 2010



*  72% of Texas Highways readers have traveled in Texas

OF THESE TRAVELERS:

89% traveled by car to a Texas destination

78% stayed in a hotel/motel when traveling within Texas

22% traveled by plane to a Texas destination

14% stayed in a bed & breakfast when traveling within Texas

EVENTS ATTENDED/VISITED
In the last 12 months

Visited an historic site

Visited museum/cultural arts venue

Attended a fair/festival

Attended a performing arts event

Visited a beach

Attended a professional sporting event

Attended a theme park

Visited a spa/retreat

ACTIVE READERS

0% 20% 40% 60%

50%

47%

41%

40%

32%

25%

15%

6%

50% male/48% female

93% are age 46+

$111,000 average HHI

DEMOGRAPHICS OF THE TEXAS HIGHWAYS  SUBSCRIBER
52% are college graduates
24% have some college
83% own their own homes
56% own a primary residence valued over $150,000



*  The average reader took  

3.9 leisure trips/vacations in Texas

*  The average length of  

leisure travel was 4 days

Hill Country

San Antonio

Austin 

Dallas

Houston 

Fort Worth

Galveston 

West Texas

Corpus Christi/Port Aransas

East Texas

Amarillo/Lubbock

Big Bend 

Abilene

South Padre Island

Beaumont/Golden Triangle

Brownsville/McAllen

ACTIVE READERS

0% 20% 40% 60%

38%

25%

25%

43%

48%

24%

17%

22%

22%

10%

6%

9%

12%

11%

30%

42%

CITIES/AREAS TRAVELED TO
In the last 12 months
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GO HOUSTON CHEFS’ TOUR » SEE FOSSIL RIM’S WILD KINGDOM » DO VOLUNTOURISMDUDE RANCHES: GIDDYUP GETAWAYS  
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Texas Highways magazine

Friends/relatives

Newspapers

Texas State Travel Guide

Other magazines

Other destination websites

Automobile club

Travel agencies

www.texashighways.com

www.traveltex.com

SOURCES USED TO OBTAIN  
LEISURE TRIP/VACATION INFORMATION

for travel within Texas

Contact for advertising: AJR Media Group
 25132 Oakhurst Drive, Suite 201
 Spring, Texas 77386
 Phone (800) 383-7677
 Fax (713) 942-0277
 www.ajrmediagroup.com

Contact your representative: 

* All information in this profile based on Texas Highways Profile Survey © 2010 Readex Inc.
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